
„Citizens’ perceptions of the quality of 
elections and the functioning of 

democratic processes in the Republic of 
Moldova”



Methodology

 Data collection method: TAPI (Tablet-Assisted Personal Interviewing)

 Data collection period: February 22 – March 12, 2026

 Sample: 1226 respondents aged 18 and over, nationally representative,
selected through a probabilistic, stratified, multi-stage sampling design

 Margin of sampling error: 2.8%

 Number of localities: 95 urban and rural localities

 Average questionnaire duration: 34 minutes

 Data were collected in the following languages: Romanian – 71.3%
of questionnaires; Russian – 28.7% of questionnaires, conducted by 58
interviewers

 Data collection and analysis: conducted by ATES Research Group
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Sample structure

Frequency Percent

Gender
Male 535 43,7

Female 691 56,3

Age group

18-29 years 193 15,7

30-44 years 345 28,1

45-59 years 302 24,6

60+ years 387 31,5

Ethnicity
Moldovan/Romanian 1038 84,7

Other (Russian, Ukrainian, Bulgarian, etc.) 183 14,9

Education

No education/Incomplete secondary education 141 11,5

General school/Vocational school 375 30,6

High school/College/Incomplete higher education 329 26,8

Higher education (Bachelor’s/Master’s/PhD) 378 30,8

Income

Below 5000 lei 471 38,5

5001 - 12000 lei 401 32,7

Above 12000 lei 205 16,7

Place of residence
Urban 536 43,7

Rural 690 56,3

Region

North 337 27,4

Center 335 27,3

Chișinău 339 27,6

South 216 17,6

Total 1226 100,0



General perceptions



Overall, how interested are you in the country’s socio-political 
events?, N=1226, %

Not at all interested 8.6

Not very interested 23.1

Neither ... nor ... 20.9

Quite interested 33.6

Very interested 12.8

DK/NA 0.9
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In general, to what extent do you think that in the Republic of 
Moldova people are free to...?, N=1226, %

... go to elections/vote

... vote for a preferred party
and/or candidate

... say what they think 
about the country’s

leadership

... have access to
information

... go out into the street and
protest

46.5

45.2

26.7

24.7

23.1

46.2

43.5

39.2

43.9

39.2

6.1

7.2

23.0

24.5

24.1

1.0

1.9

7.8

5.2

9.5

0.2

2.1

3.2

1.7

4.0

To a very large extent To a large extent To a small extent Not at all DK/NA
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To what extent do you think that people like you can influence the 
important decisions made..., N=1226, %

... at the level of your
locality?

... at district/municipality
level?

... at the level of the whole
country?

12.8

9.2

10.1

35.7

28.7

24.3

32.7

37.0

31.9

16.1

20.6

28.4

2.6

4.5

5.3

To a very large extent To a large extent To a small extent Not at all DK/NA
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Do you think that in our country things are going in the right direction or 
in the wrong direction?, N=1226, %

47.7

9.3

The direction is right

43.0

The direction is wrong

DK/NA
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Parliamentary elections –
September 2025



Overall, to what extent do you consider that the parliamentary 
elections of September 2025 were free and fair?, N=1226, %

To a very small extent/Not at all 23.0

To a small extent 28.3

To a large extent 31.8

To a very large extent 10.9

DK/NA 5.9
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Did you personally vote in the parliamentary elections of 28 September 2025?, 
N=1226, %

75.3

24.3

0.4

Yes

No

No answer
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If No, what was the main reason why you did not go to vote in the parliamentary 
elections of 28 September 2025?, N=308, %

5.8

12

2.1

2.0

4.9

0.7

2.9

% of respondents who reported that they did not vote

On election day I was away from my locality / abroad 24.1 

I did not trust the parties / politicians 12.9

I do not think my vote would have changed anything 10.1

I did not have time 9.7

I am not interested in politics 9.2

Health or mobility problems 8.2

I did not meet the legal age requirement to vote 7.7

Lack of or issues with identification documents or registration 

I had a negative experience in the past (I could not vote, I was

discriminated against, etc.)
I was not sufficiently informed about the elections or the

candidates

Other reason

Don’t know

No answer

*Other reason:
• I was at work – 1.4%
• For religious reasons – 1.3%
• I stayed home due to childcare responsibilities – 0.9%
• Other responses – 1.4%



To what extent do you agree or disagree with the statements below regarding the activity 
of electoral bodies during the parliamentary elections of September 2025?, N=1226, %

Polling station members 
knew well the tasks and 

electoral procedures to be 
carried out

The Central Electoral 
Commission demonstrated 

professionalism

The Central Electoral 
Commission demonstrated 
transparency in its activity

The Central Electoral 
Commission demonstrated 
political independence (it 
did not favor any electoral 

contestant)

The Central Electoral 
Commission ensured that 

contestants spent campaign 
money properly

6.2 4.4

17.0

19.0

19.6

18.3

9.8

9.5

9.5

11.2

21.2

25.2

23.4

25.4

22.3

60.6

39.6

38.2

33.2

23.0

7.6

8.4

9.9

12.3

25.2

Strongly disagree Somewhat disagree Somewhat agree Strongly agree DK/NA

13



In your opinion, during the parliamentary elections of September 2025, were there 
irregularities/violations of electoral legislation?, N=1226, %

Very few/None 23.8

Few 31.8

Many 17.5

Very many 10.6

DK/NA 16.3
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From your point of view, in the parliamentary elections of September 2025, where did 
irregularities/violations occur in the voting process...?, N=732, %

% of respondents who believe that there were at least some irregularities/violations of electoral legislation (few, many, or very many)

At national level

In diaspora polling
stations (abroad)

In polling stations 
opened for voters from 

the Transnistrian region

In your locality

In the polling station
where you vote

63.3

52.5

51.1

24.5

20.7

18.1

19.3

13.1

56.2

63.0

18.6

28.2

35.7

19.3

16.3

Yes No DK/NA
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When thinking about the parliamentary elections of September 2025, to what extent 
do you agree or disagree with the following statements?, N=732, %

% of respondents who believe that there were at least some irregularities/violations of electoral legislation (few, many, or very many)

media

Voters were manipulated 
and misinformed, 

including through social

Some electoral contestants 
received funding from 

illegal sources

There was foreign
influence/interference in

the elections

discourse

bribery)

Hate speech or speech 
inciting discrimination 

was used in public

Money or gifts were
offered to voters (electoral

Administrative resources 
were used in favor of 

certain electoral
contestants

There were threats / 
pressure / violence against 

voters

The Church/clergy
influenced citizens’ voting 

choices

63.4

60.6

57.7

48.3

39.6

38.4

32.2

30.5

26.3

13.8

26.3

36.8

42.7

30.8

58.1

49.2

10.3

25.6

16.1

14.9

17.7

30.8

9.7

20.3

Tend to agree Tend to disagree DK/NA
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How do you assess the way the authorities handled the irregularities/violations that 
occurred during the parliamentary elections of September 2025?, N=732, %

% of respondents who believe that there were at least some irregularities/violations of electoral legislation (few, many, or very many)

Very well 7.0

Rather well 34.6

Rather poorly 26.1

Very poorly 21.5

Don’t know/Cannot assess 10.8
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In your opinion, who is responsible for the irregularities/violations that occurred 
during the parliamentary elections of September 2025?, N=732, %

% of respondents who believe that there were at least some irregularities/violations of electoral legislation (few, many, or very many)

18

39.8

38.4

36.3

28.7

24.6

24.4

14.3

3.0

1.2

7.4

Some electoral contestants (candidates/parties) 

Foreign actors (foreign political leaders, foreign

governments, foreign organizations, etc.)

Mass media

Citizens

Election officials (members of the polling station 
commission)

The Central Electoral Commission

The Church

The governing authorities

Someone else

DK/NA

*Someone else, who?
• Law enforcement and security authorities – 0.7%
• The diaspora – 0.3%
• Other responses – 0.2%

Note: Multiple-response question. Percentages may exceed 100%.



To your knowledge, were the parliamentary elections of September 2025 monitored 
or not by observers or representatives of organizations from the Republic of 

Moldova?, N=1226, %

9.4

15.8

Yes

No

DK/NA

74.8
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In your opinion, does the monitoring/observation of elections by non-
governmental organizations contribute or not to reducing the number of violations 

that occur in elections?, N=1226, %

10.6

20

17.4

35.9

20.8

15.3

Does not contribute at all

Rather does not contribute

Rather contributes

Contributes a lot

DK/NA



To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statements?, N=1226, %

Electoral contestants should 
be legally required to 

participate in electoral 
debates

It is necessary to allow 
citizens from EU member 
states living in Moldova to 
vote in local elections after 
accession to the European 

Union

It is necessary to introduce 
electronic voting (via the 

Internet)

It is necessary to lower the 
voting age from 18 to 16

12.5

39.9

44.7

67.2

5.4

6.9

9.3

5.9

16.7

16.5

21.0

8.4

58.5

29.5

20.0

15.7 2.9

7.0

7.1

5.0

Strongly disagree Somewhat disagree Somewhat agree Strongly agree DK/NA

21



Which of the following measures do you consider important for the organization 
and fairness of future elections?, N=1226, %

22

47.9

34.4

33.7

29.7

11.5

8.0

2.5

4.4

Combating hate speech in electoral campaigns 25.5

Sanctioning the use of administrative resources in elections 18.5

Ensuring voting accessibility for persons with disabilities 18.4

Establishing clear rules for individuals or organizations campaigning 17.8

Combating voter bribery

Protecting elections from foreign influence

Combating disinformation in electoral campaigns

Combating the illegal financing of political parties and electoral 
campaigns

in favor of political parties or electoral contestants without having 
the legal right to do so

Introduction of electronic voting (via the Internet)

The possibility to vote by correspondence (by mail) for all voters,
from any corner of the world

None of these measures should be implemented

DK/NA

Note: Multiple-response question. Respondents could select up to three options. Percentages may exceed 100%.



What do you think hate speech means?, N=1226, %

23

8.0

6.7

5.1

4.7

4.6

3.6

3.4

2.9

2.3

2.4

2.2

2.0

1.6

1.4

1.1

2.6

45.5

Hatred toward someone

Discrimination

Offensive language

Misunderstanding

Defamation and false accusations

Division of society

Disinformation

Something negative

Arguments/quarrels

Aggressive behavior

Conflicts and verbal attacks between politicians

Envy

Manipulation

Negative attitude

Pressure on voters

Other

DK/NA*Other (under 1%):
• Lack of education – 0.8%
• Gossip – 0.5%
• Other responses – 1.3%

Note: Open-ended question. Responses were analyzed and grouped into similar categories.



During the September 2025 electoral campaign, did hate speech influence or 
affect you personally?, N=1226, %

24

18.3

79.1

2.6

Yes

No

DK/NA



In what way did hate speech influence or affect you?, N=222, %
% of respondents who report being personally affected or influenced by hate speech
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35.4

22.6

13.1

7.0

2.3

12.7

6.9

I was personally affected and felt excluded or
rejected

It discouraged me from participating in electoral
debates and/or discussions

It made me change my voting choice

I did not participate in the elections

Other

Don’t know

No answer

*Other:
• Negative perception of politicians’ behavior – 0.9%
• Disagreement with war propaganda messages – 0.5%
• Negative reaction to hate speech targeting anti-Russia positions – 0.5%
• Negative reaction to anti-LGBT hate speech – 0.4%



To your knowledge…, N=1226, %

26

63.3

24.6

20.9

9.7

2.1

2.4

5.5

Police

Central Electoral Commission
(CEC)

Security and Intelligence
Service (SIS)

Audiovisual Council (AC)

Someone else

Nowhere / No one

DK/NA

Where can a case of hate speech be 
reported?

71.0

19.5

16.1

7.0

2.5

1.3

4.1

Who can sanction the use of hate speech?

*Someone else:
• The media – 0.3%
• Prosecutor’s Office – 0.3%
• Anywhere – 0.3%
• There is no point, no action is taken – 0.3%
• Other responses – 0.9%

*Someone else:
• Courts of law – 0.8%
• Prosecutor’s Office – 0.5%
• There is no point, no action is taken – 0.3%
• Other responses – 0.9%

Note: Multiple-response question. Percentages may exceed 100%.



Media and elections



How interested were you in the electoral campaign for the parliamentary elections 
of September 2025?, N=1226, %

11.4

28

14.5

33.7

27.8

12.1

0.5

Not at all interested

Not very interested

Somewhat interested

Quite interested

Very interested

DK/NA



During the electoral campaign for the parliamentary elections of September 2025, 
how often did you use the following sources to obtain information?, N=1226, %

Social media (Facebook,
TikTok, Telegram, etc.)

Television

News websites

Discussions with 
relatives, friends, 

colleagues, 
acquaintances

Electoral debates

Printed press
(newspapers,
magazines)

Radio

Discussions and public 
meetings with party 
members and voters

25.0

28.2

32.8

26.7

44.2

57.3

66.6

59.3

19.4

25.7

24.4

30.7

25.9 22.1 6.7

22.9

17.4 11.4

23.6

37.2

32.5

30.4 11.3 1.1

33.6

15.2

13.0 2.9 1.3

17.9

13.0

8.6

3.5 1.1

3.4 1.2

0.6

0.7

0.4

1.1

Not at all Rarely Often Very often DK/NA
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During the electoral campaign, how often did you come across false information in...?
% of respondents who used the following sources at least occasionally to obtain information during the electoral campaign (rarely, often, or very 

often)

Traditional mass media 
(TV, Radio, Newspapers), 

N=956, %

Social media, 
N=918, %

11.8

8.0

31.7

21.2

35.7

45.7

13.9

22.0

6.9

3.1

Not at all Rarely Often Very often DK/NA
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Which of the following social media platforms did you use to obtain information during 
the electoral campaign for the parliamentary elections of September 2025?, N=918, %

% of respondents who used social media at least occasionally (rarely, often, or very often)

Facebook

TikTok

YouTube

Instagram

Viber

Telegram

WhatsApp

80.1

51.3

46.8

32.7

29.5

26.9

22.3

19.9

48.7

53.2

67.3

70.5

73.1

77.7

Yes No

31

*Other platform (N=14):
• Odnoklassniki, N = 11
• VKontakte, N = 3



How often do you do the following when you see political information on social 
media?, N=918, %

% of respondents who used social media at least occasionally (rarely, often, or very often)

Discuss or comment on 
information online

Share information on 
your social media 

accounts

Verify information using 
other sources

Read only the headline 
without opening the 

article

Ignore the information 
you see on social media

61.4

61.0

25.6

21.0

15.8

25.3

26.9

25.8

45.9

44.3

10.3 1.8 1.2

9.3 1.3 1.4

31.3

25.3

28.5

15.8

7.2

9.6

1.5

0.7

1.8

Never Rarely Often Always DK/NA
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To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statements about the 
role of social media in elections?, N=1226, %

False information

social media
frequently circulates on 4.7

Social media manipulate 
voters’ opinions

Social media help people
stay informed more easily

Social media provide equal 
opportunities for parties to 

communicate their 
messages

7.8

9.7

11.9

4.7

6.3

6.9

8.0

32.1

34.7

37.5

32.8

52.5

43.4

41.3

37.5

6.2

7.9

4.6

9.9

Strongly disagree Somewhat disagree Somewhat agree Strongly agree DK/NA
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In the context of elections, to what extent do you agree or disagree with the following 
measures to reduce disinformation and manipulation on social media?, N=1226, %

Citizens should be informed 
about how to verify 
information online

The media and non-
governmental 

organizations should 
actively combat 
disinformation

Online political advertising
should be clearly labeled

and transparent

Authorities should impose 
stricter sanctions on the 

spread of false information 
during election campaigns

Social media platforms 
should remove false content 

about elections

91.2

87.7

87.6

85.9

85.8

3.7

5.2

5.5

8.0

7.3

3.5

5.3

5.4

4.8

6.0

1.6

1.7

1.5

1.3

1.0

Tend to agree Tend to disagree Don’t know No answer
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Human rights and the 
Transnistrian region



On a scale from 1 to 5, to what extent do you think human rights are respected in 
the Transnistrian region of the Republic of Moldova?, N=1226, %

21.0

36

20.9

20.4

8.3

4.4

23.9

1.0

1 – Not at all

2 – To a small extent

3 – To some extent

4 – To a large extent

5 – To a very large extent

Don’t know

No answer



Who do you consider to be primarily responsible for ensuring respect for human 
rights in the Transnistrian region?, N=1226, %

33.7

37

31.2

11.9

4.1

1.2

18.0

The de facto administration in Tiraspol

The Government of the Republic of Moldova

The Russian Federation

International organizations

Other

Don’t know

*Other:
• Shared responsibility: the Government of the Republic of Moldova and the administration in Tiraspol – 0.4%
• All actors are responsible – 0.3%
• Other responses – 0.5%



What do you consider to be the two main priorities in the process of resolving the 
Transnistrian conflict?, N=1226, %

29.8

39.2

8.8

6.1

4.6

3.5

3.8

3.8

0.5

Withdrawal of foreign military forces and 
demilitarization of the region

Respect for human rights

Strengthening confidence-building measures 
between the two banks

Establishing a clear legal status for the region
within the Republic of Moldova

Economic cooperation

Democratization of the region (media freedom, 
political pluralism, free and fair elections, etc.)

Maintaining the current situation to avoid 
destabilization

Don’t know

No answer

18.5

8.6

14.7

15.6

15.7

12.6

5.7

6.5

2.1

First priority Second priority
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Do you think the Government is making sufficient efforts to protect the rights of 
people living on the left bank of the Dniester River?, N=1226, %

12.2

39

18.1

17.9

32.7

16.3

2.7

Yes

Rather yes

Rather no

No

I am not informed about this topic

No answer



How often have you traveled to the left bank of the Dniester (the Transnistrian 
region)?, N=1226, %

4.1

40

11.1

19.3

26.2

38.9

0.5

Weekly or monthly (regular visits)

A few times a year (e.g. for holidays or 
occasionally)

Once every few years or very rarely

I have not been there in the last 3 years, but I 
have been there in the past

I have never been there

DK/NA



Which of the following options is closest to your opinion regarding the Republic of 
Moldova’s accession to the European Union and the Transnistrian conflict?, N=1226, %

24.1

41

27.9

21.6

18.5

7.9

The Republic of Moldova should become a member of 
the European Union only after the Transnistrian 

conflict is resolved

The Republic of Moldova should continue on the path of 
EU integration while seeking solutions to resolve the 

Transnistrian conflict

The Republic of Moldova could become a member of the 
European Union even without reintegrating the 

Transnistrian region

Don’t know

No answer



Public perceptions of 
governance



How much trust do you have in the following institutions and organizations?, N=1226, %

The Church 19.9

Mayoralty and Local Council 19.7

The Presidency 36.3

Commission
The Central Electoral 28.2

District/Municipal councils 24.2

Police 31.1

The media 28.6

Non-governmental 
organizations (NGOs)

The Government

Parliament 35.5

Courts of law 36.6

The Prosecutor’s Office 36.6

28.8

35.0

20.6

31.3

26.1

30.7

36.4

34.8

38.2

30.4

37.6

39.1

38.4

37.0

46.7

31.7

31.9

23.3

27.1

23.2

23.7

22.7

19.4

21.3

19.3

15.2

14.5

21.8

14.3 1.4 1.3

10.8 2.2 1.3

6.8 3.6 3.6

7.4 3.3 5.6

4.9 5.9

2.8 2.0 1.3

3.0 1.8 1.2

3.7 3.3 2.9

4.1 3.7 4.1

13.1 1.9 2.9 2.2

2.8 3.2

2.45.4 2.6

4.7 2.4 3.4

10.6

Political parties 33.1

Very little/No trust at all Little trust A lot of trust A great deal of trust Don’t know / Don’t understand No answer
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To what extent are you interested in the work of Parliament?, N=1226, %

To a very large extent 8.5

To a large extent 31.0

To a small extent 37.2

Not at all 21.3

DK/NA 2.0
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In your opinion, how close are the topics discussed in Parliament to the 
real problems people face?, N=1226, %

Very close 4.6

Quite close 22.8

Not very close 44.2

Not close at all 22.6

DK/NA 5.8
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In your opinion, to what extent does the Parliament of the Republic of 
Moldova…, N=1226, %

…conduct its work in a 
transparent manner

…consult on draft laws 3.1

…act effectively in
carrying out its duties

…communicate well with
citizens

…represent the interests 
of people like you

3.6

2.9

3.8

2.6 18.2

26.5

26.5

23.9

20.0

40.4

34.5

46.0

41.6

38.2

21.7

23.1

20.0

28.0

35.4

7.9

12.8

7.3

6.7

5.5

To a very large extent To a large extent To a small extent Not at all DK/NA
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How do you assess the relationship between the parliamentary 
majority and the opposition in Parliament?, N=1226, %

Very good 1.8

Good 23.8

Bad 45.0

Very bad 16.6

DK/NA 12.8
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What should be the most important priorities of the authorities 
over the next 3 years?, N=1226, %

44

72.1

61.4

56.1

52.9

50.1

49.6

44.7

40.9

39.8

33.1

32.4

24.3

0.1

1.4

Increasing salaries and pensions

Economic development 

Combating corruption

Infrastructure (roads, water, sewage systems)

Improving the healthcare and social protection system

Education and youth

Energy security 

National security and defense

Respect for human rights and the promotion of democracy

Resolving the Transnistrian conflict 

Integration into the European Union 

Administrative-territorial reform

*Other: Union with Romania

DK/NA

Note: Multiple-response question. Percentages may exceed 100%.



Thank you for your attention!


