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Russia’s local elections in September 2024, concentrated on the so-
called Single Voting Day, were marked by unprecedented restrictions
on independent opposition, media, and election observers. To legiti-
mize the elected politicians in the eyes of the Russian voters and inter-
national audiences, the Russian Central Election Commission invited
multiple representatives of state election commissions to Moscow and
St. Petersburg. All of them misused the authority of their institu-
tions to lend legitimacy to these fraudulent elections.

Our research shows that the Kremlin increasingly targets election com-
missions from the Global South, strategically leveraging their participa-
tion to craft an image of broad international approval. By co-opting offi-
cials from these nations—often under the guise of technical exchanges
or observer invitations—the Kremlin manipulates their credibility to
validate undemocratic practices. These tactics undermine the integrity
of these institutions and aim to shield Russia’s electoral malpractice
from global scrutiny.



CONTEXT AND
OVERVIEW

Russia’s local elections in September 2024—the so-called
Single Voting Day—prioritized the regime’s control over true political
competitiveness. Voting took place from September 6 to 8, both in per-
son and online. Over 57 million voters were eligible, with over 35,000
seats contested across over 4,000 campaigns.

Anotable innovation in these elections was the expanded use of remote
electronic voting in 25 regions. Around 946,000 citizens opt for this
method, which does not provide independent control over the voting
process and is therefore disqualified as a “black box” by independent
election observers. However, the system faced low engagement in some
regions.

Several regions, notably Moscow, employed mixed electoral systems.
However, some areas still held direct elections for governors, and all
incumbents were eventually re-elected.

Fundamental legal changes for Russia’s elections included disqualifying
so-called foreign agents, de facto regime opponents, from passive vot-
ing rights and roles like candidate representatives or observers. Cam-
paign financing was limited to 30% of the total fund before candidate
registration, further complicating signature collection for candidates
with no administrative resources backing them up. Detainees were able
to vote outside their districts for the first time.

As noted above, the elections were primarily a means of consolidating
centralized power even further. The United Russia party solidified its
dominance across regional and municipal bodies, underscoring the
system’s controlled nature. Pseudo-opposition parties like LDPR, the
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Communist Party, and Just Russia operated as managed opposition,
legitimizing a controlled process designed to maintain the status quo.

As documented by the independent Movement for Defence of Voters’
Rights “Golos,” the 2024 regional elections in Russia were marked by
significant irregularities and alleged falsifications. Despite a lack of real
opposition, virtually only pro-regime candidates were allowed on the
ballot.

According to their analysis, the regime widely used the ,,Geo-SMS” sys-
tem to track and pressure voters, particularly those in the public sector,
to confirm their participation and inflate turnout.

The analysts from Golos identified systematic severe violations in
several regions, such as Kursk, Orenburg, and Saint Petersburg. These
included ballot stuffing and manipulation of results’?3.

1 AHanu3 perMoHajbHbIX BbIGOpoB E/II-2024, yacTb 1, Golos, September 11 (2024), https://
golosinfo.org/articles /149522

2 UTo Hy»XHO 3HaTb 0 €AHOM JiHe rosiocoBaHus-2024, Kommersant, September 6 (2024), https://
www.kommersant.ru/doc/6953047

3 Ilo6exutenu u HenobGexaeHHble, Kommersant, September 9 (2024), https://www.kommersant.

ru/doc/7028896
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FAKE OBSERVERS

The fake observation phenomenon is a tool of political disin-
formation that pretends to monitor elections by groups and individuals
who lack independence and credibility. These missions often align with
non-democratic regimes and issue favorable statements for local mass
media even when elections have evident irregularities. The aim is to
legitimize flawed elections and counter criticism from credible organi-
zations like OSCE/ODIHR, predominantly due to domestic propaganda
in the host country. Unlike legitimate observers, these groups offer
little transparency and ignore international standards and election
observation methodologies. Per EPDE’s experience, fake observers fo-
cus on creating a false sense of legitimacy for non-democratic regimes,
undermining efforts to ensure fair and democratic elections.

EPDE defines fake observers as individuals who participate in election
observation as accredited or non-accredited observers or ‘experts’
meeting any of the following criteria:*

B They fail to denounce the elections as short of meeting
democratic standards despite ODIHR/OSCE monitoring
missions or independent domestic election observers
deeming them such.

B They make statements or comments that lend legitimacy
to the elections, contradicting the assessments of the
aforementioned observation reports.

B They are likely to have political, economic, or other conflicts
of interest that would interfere with conducting observations
impartially.

4 See EPDE’s methogolody to identify fake observers: https://www.fakeobservers.org/fake-elec-
tion-observers/methodology.html
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B Their activities are restricted to short-term or isolated
observations without clear and public acknowledgment of the
limited scope of their work or conclusions. They fail to issue
public reports on their findings and do not inform publicly
about their methodology

B They are likely to have travel and/or accommodation costs
paid by governments, domestic politicians, or other domestic
political actors or by individuals or organizations related to
those individuals.

B Their presence can be confirmed by a picture or statement
from a media outlet.

The European Platform for Democratic Elections has been active-
ly uncovering fake observation missions, and EPDE’s work includes
thorough research and open-source investigations to reveal the role
of these so-called observers. EPDE has exposed more than 700 indi-
viduals who undertook efforts to legitimize flawed elections in various
countries between 2015 and 2024, including:

2015

B Local & Regional Election Ukraine

Referendum Election Armenia
B Parliamentary Election Azerbaijan
2016
B Referendum Election Azerbaijan
2017
B Local & Regional Election Russia
2018
Local & Regional Election Russia
Presidential Election Russia
Presidential Election Russia (Occupied Crimea)
Presidential Election Russia (Occupied Territories of Ukraine)

Presidential Election Azerbaijan

Presidential Election Unrecognized Donetsk People’s Republic
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2019

2020

2021

2022

2023

2024

Presidential Election Unrecognized Lugansk People’s Republic
Presidential Election Zimbabwe

Local & Regional Election Cambodia

Local & Regional Election Russia

Parliamentary Election Unrecognized Republic of South
Ossetia

Presidential Election Unrecognized Republic of Abkhazia

Parliamentary Election Azerbaijan
Plebiscite Election Russia

Plebiscite Election Russia (Occupied Crimea)

Parliamentary Election Russia
Parliamentary Election Russia (Occupied Crimea)

Pseudo-referendums in Russian-occupied territories of
Ukraine

Parliamentary Election Hungary

Pseudo-elections in Russian-occupied territories of Ukraine

Local & Regional Election Russia (including Occupied
Territories of Ukraine)

Presidential Election Russia (including Occupied Territories
of Ukraine)



INSTRUMENTALIZATION
OF MEMBERS OF
INTERNATIONAL
ELECTION
MANAGEMENT
BODIES

The 2024 Russian local elections saw a general absence of
independent observers, with only a few foreign persons present. EP-
DE’s OSINT experts identified all of these individuals as coming from
election management bodies from the Global South.

During the presidential elections in March 2024, the Kremlin invit-
ed two representatives from European election management bodies
who publicly gave positive assessments of the election process®. With
the continued invitation of experts from international election

5 See EPDE’s Report: Fake International Observers and Experts at Russia’s Fraudulent 2024

“Presidential Election”, https://epde.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/07 /EPDE_2024 FakeOb-

servers_russia_updated.pdf



https://epde.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/EPDE_2024_FakeObservers_russia_updated.pdf
https://epde.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/EPDE_2024_FakeObservers_russia_updated.pdf
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management bodies, the Kremlin is trying to establish a new trend.®
The Kremlin clearly strives to profit from the authority of these in-
stitutions in its efforts to mislead Russian public opinion on the true
character of the manipulated election process. At the same time, the
invitation underscores a deliberate strategy by Putin’s regime to build
and cultivate stronger ties with the Global South. Russia positions itself
as a central regional power in a multipolar world, overall playing into
a broader narrative of legitimacy for the regime at home and abroad,
countering criticism from credible domestic and international organi-
zations, and reinforcing Russia’s geopolitical ambitions.

EPDE monitored the Russian media and other sources during the three
election days and has noticed that Russia’s Central Electoral Commis-
sion invited six counterparts from five electoral institutions”!°:

B SPR Election Commission of Malaysia;

B INE Instituto Nacional Electoral (Mexico);

B COMELEC Commission on Elections (Philipines);
B ECSL Electoral Commission (Sierra Leone);

B ]EC Electoral Commission (South Africa).

The group appeared first on September 6, 2024 in Moscow dur-
ing a conference®®!%1! of Russia’s Central Electoral Commission

6 This practice was also observed during the snap parliamentary elections on September 1, 2024.
The Azerbaijani government led by President Ilham Aliyev invited five representatives from cen-
tral election commissions, including representatives of central election commissions from Latvia
and Bulgaria.Read more about fake observation in Aperbaijan’s snap parliamentary elections
2024 in EPDE’s report: https://epde.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/EPDE reportA5_Az-
er-International-help EN SCREEN.pdf.

7  Russian Free Elections Foundation / Poccuiickuit ®@onj CBo60osHbIX Boi6opoB on Telegram,

September 8 (2024), https://t.me/RFSV_2022/5716

8 [amdwunosa: lnst Ha60AeHUs 3a Bbi6opaMu B peruoHax PO 3asBusch 170 Thic. YestoBek,
Rg.ru, September 6 (2024), https://rg.ru/2024/09/06 /pamfilova-dlia-nabliudeniia-za-vybora-
mi-v-regionah-rf-zaiavilis-170-tys-chelovek.html

9 HomenkuaTypa on Telegram, September 6 (2024), https://t.me/nomenclatura/12706

10 B Poccuu ctapToBasiv BbIGOPHI pa3HbIX ypoBHe#, [lepBbiit Kanas, September 6 (2024), https://
www.1tvru/news/2024-09-06/485373-v_rossii_startovali_vybory raznyh_urovney

11 Bousee 170 Thic HabtoAaTeNel ciaeasT 3a xomoM E/IT B atu guu, PATICH, September 6 (2024),
https://www.rapsinews.ru/election_right news/20240906/310222451.html
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chairperson Ella Pamfilova, then on September 7 they traveled to St.
Petersburg12,13,14,15,16,17,18,19,20,21.

In St. Petersburg, the group was met by Maxim Meiksin, head?? of St.
Petersburg’s Electoral Commission, as well as Irina Sokolova'8, mem-
ber?® of the State Duma (Russia’s parliament) and Maxim Voronin, head
of the Youth Electoral Commission of St. Petersburg?* and chairperson
of the federal chapter of the Union of Youth Electoral Commissions of
Russia?. The group visited at least one polling station®® in St. Peters-
burg on September 8, 2024.

12 Maxkcum Metikcus on Telegram, September 7 (2024), https://t.me/Meyksin/1536
13 Maxkcum Melikcus on Telegram, September 7 (2024), https://t.me/Meyksin/1542

14 Caukr-IleTepGyprckasi u36uparesabHas komuccus on Telegram, September 7 (2024), https://t.
me/izbircomspb /2432

15 MakcuM MeHKCHH BCTPETHIICS C MeXyHapOJHBIMH 3J1eKTOPaIbHBIMU 3KCIepTaMH, spbd-
nevnik.ru, September 7 (2024), https://spbdnevnik.ru/news/2024-09-07 /maksim-meyk-

sin-vstretilsya-s-mezhdunarodnymi-elektoralnymi-ekspertami

16 MeauaneHTp «Bbi6opel-2024» on Telegram, September 7 (2024), https://t.me/media-
center2024/439
17 IlpeAcTaBUTENN HHOCTPAHHBIX U36MPATEIBHBIX OPraHOB MO/eJIU/IMCh BIIeYaTIEHUSIMU OT
poccnncxnx 3ﬂeKTOpaJIbeIX MPOLECCOB, Beqepm/m CaHKT l'leTep6ypr September 7 (2024),
- 2024 07 ds - ¥ -

odeli-

lis-vpechatleniyami- ot rossiiskikh-elektoralnikh-protsessov
18 3Jxcnepthl u3 Mekcuky, FOAP 1 Manaitzuu u @ununnuH no6biBaau B LleHTpe 0611eCTBEHHOTO
Hab6JII0/leHHs 32 BIGOPaMH B l'le'repﬁypre J/ieKTpoHHas Bepcus razeTsl «[leTepGyprekuii

panou» September 7 (2024-) ttps Hprlmorsknews ru[2024109z071mezhdunarodme eksper
akomili

19 MexayHapoAHbIe IKCIEPTHI IOCETHIN yYaCTKOBbIE H36HpKOMbI B HyLLlKPIHCKOM paiione,
Tenekanan Cankt-IleTep6ypr, September 8 (2024), https://tvspb.ru/news/2024/09/8 /mezh-
dunarodnye-eksperty-posetili-uchastkovye-izbirkomy-v-pushkinskom-rajone

20 MepauaneHTp «Bbi6opbl-2024» on Telegram, September 7 (2024), https://t.me/media-
center2024/428

21 International observers from Mexico, the Philippines, Malaysia, South Africa and Sierra
Leone are worklng atthe electlons in St. Petersburg, September 7 (2024) ttp§ ZZtvspb ru[
s/2024/09 li- k

Kki-filippin- malaml—yuar i-serra-leone
22 MeiikcuH Makcum CeMeHOBUY 6uorpadus U npecc-noptpet, whoiswho.dp.ru, https://
whoiswho.dp.ru/cart/person/1932738

23 IlapsameHTapuu ctpaH CoapyecTBa Jay OLLEHKY npomeﬂumM napJlaMeHTCKUM Bb160paM B
A3ep6314;p1<a1—1e IPA CIS September 1 (2024-) https: S
d Kre :

mentskim v1h0ram v_azerbajdzhane

24 MosogaexxHas u3buparesbHas Komuccus [letepGypra BeiGpasia IepBOro cpe/iu paBHbIX, sphd-
nevmk ru, February 15 (2023)
d ikr 2023-02-15

ga- VVbrala pervogo-sredi-ravnyh

25 Russian Foundation for Free Elections on VK, https://vk.com/video-152199379 456240096
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All the information about this visit is from Russian outlets. We have
not found any mentions on the websites and channels of the foreign
electoral bodies, nor on the social network accounts of those of their
representatives we could identify.



PARTICIPANTS

Marisa Arlene Cabral Porchas
(Mapuca Apsaene Kabpasab [lopyac)

Country Observing mission Affiliation
Mexico Counterpart electoral bodies INE Instituto Nacional
invited by Russia’s CEC Electoral®®

Marisa Arlene Cabral Porchas was seen in Moscow!® on September 6,
2024, and in St. Petersburg!®!+161719 gn September 7 and 8. Marisa Ar-
lene Cabral Porchas serves?® as Coordinator of International Affairs at
Mexico’s Instituto Nacional Electoral. Before that, she was a member
of the executive district board in Sonora, Mexico?. Pictures and vide-
os featuring Marisa Arlene Cabral Porchas are available in the sources
linked in footnotes!®!3141617.19.2627 Ryssian media outlets quoted Mari-
sa Arlene Cabral Porchas:

The electoral process in H36upamenvHblli npoyecc 8

Russia is organized at Poccuu opzanuszoeaH Ha o4yeHb

a very high level. It is 8bICOKOM yposHe. OH omauvaemcsi
transparent and objective.?’ npo3pavHocmvio U 06eKkmueHoCcmubio.’

26 Mtra. Marisa Arlene Cabral Porchas, INE Instituto Nacional Electoral, https://ine.mx/marisa-ar-
lene-cabral-porchas/

27 Taddei tropieza en intentona de nombramientos clave en el INE, Lasilla Rota, June 21 (2023),
https://lasillarota.com/nacion/2023/6 /21 /taddei-tropieza-en-intentona-de-nombramien-
tos-clave-en-el-ine-434353.html
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In Mexico we say: “The one
who gets the most votes
wins. And only the majority
determines who wins.” The
Central Election Commission
does everything possible to
ensure transparency of the
electoral processes. The voice
of every voter will be heard,
we have no doubt about it.?’

The Russian government is
making great efforts to hold
elections at the highest level.
This is the key to the stability
of the electoral process and

a guarantee of compliance
with democratic principles. ?°

Marisa Arlene Cabral Porchas,
coordinator of international
cooperation at the National
Electoral Council of Mexico,
like others, noted the high

level of organization of the
electoral process in the Russian
Federation, its transparency
and objectivity. Porchas
believes that the government’s
efforts to ensure a high level of
elections were “a guarantee of
stability of the electoral process
and a guarantee of compliance
with democratic principles.””

B Mekcuke Mol 2080pum: «Bulu-
2pbleaem mom, Kmo noJyuaem
60/16WUHCMB0 2010€08. 1 MOIbKO
6016WUHCMB0 onpedesisiem mozo,
Kmo evluzpaemy. LUK desnaem ece
B803MOJCHOE, YMOobbl 06ecnevums
nNpo3pavHoCcmv, MpaHCNapeHMHOCMb
u3bupamenvHwIx npoyeccos. [os0c
Kaxcdozo usbupames 6ydem ycabl-
WaH, CoMHeHull y Hac 8 amom Hem.?’

IIpasumesascmeo PP npukaadvieaem
6016WUe ycuaUSl, YMo6bl npogecmu
8bIOOPLI HA CAMOM B8bICOKOM YPOBHE.
HmeHHO 3mo s18/151emcsl 3a1020M
cmabuabHocmu usbupameabHo20
npoyecca u 2apaHmueti co61100eHust
demokpamuyeckux npuHyunos.?’

Mapuca Apaene Kabpase Ilopuac,
KOOpOuHamop no 80npocam Mesic-
dyHapodHozo compydHuyecmsa
HayuoHabHo2o usbupamenbHo2o
cogema Mekcuku, makdce KaK u
dpyaue ommemu.ia 8bICOKUU ypo8eHb
op2aHuU3ayuu u3bupamenbHoO2o0
npoyecca 8 P®, e2o npozpayHocms u
o6vekmugHocmy. [lopuac cuumaem,
4mo ycu/ausl npagumeabcmed no
obecneveHU 8bICOKO20 YPOBHS NPO-
gedeHUst 8b160P08 ABUNUCL «301020M
cmabuabHocmu u3bupamensHo20
npoyecca u 2apaHmueti co6a100eHust
deMokpamuyeckux npuHyunoa».'’”



Participants

Genesis Marquez Gatdula
(lene3uc Mapkec l'atayna)

Country Observing mission

Philippines

Genesis Marquez Gatdula was seen both in Moscow?® on September

Affiliation

Counterpart electoral bodies COMELEC Commission
invited by Russia’s CEC

on Elections'7282°

6, 2024 and in St. Petersburg'3*'*'¢!71? on September 7 and 8. Gene-
sis Marquez Gatdula serves!’ as the director of the organization de-
partment of the Commission on Elections of the Philippines, and was

mentioned as “clerk of the commission”?. Pictures and videos featuring

Genesis Marquez Gatdula are available in the sources linked in foot-
notes!013141617.19 Ryssian media outlets quoted Genesis Marquez Gat-

dula:

Genesis Marquez Gatdula,
Director of the Organization
Department of the Commission
on Elections of the Philippines,
noted the excellent work of the
CEC and the Russian government,
especially emphasizing the
importance of involving

youth in the electoral process.
“The Russian authorities are
successfully implementing the
constitutionally guaranteed
right of every person to vote

in elections,” said Genesis
Marques Gatdula.'”

28 Comelec denies revoking Puerto Princesa mayor’s candidacy, Philipine News Agency, August 11

leHe3uc Mapkec [amadyna,
dupekmop op2aHu3ayuoHHO20
denapmamenma Komuccuu no
svlbopam PuaunnuH, ommemu
OmJ/IUYHbIE Pe3y1bmambl pabombyl
LJUK u poccuticko2zo npagsumesns-
cmea, 0c06eHHO N0OYepKHY8
8AJCHOCMb NPUB/AEYEHUS] MO0-
déxicu K 8b160pHOMY npoyeccy.
«Pocculickue en1acmu ychewHo
peasausyrom 2apaHmupo8aHHoe
Koncmumyyueti npago kaxcdo-
20 Yes108eKa Np02010c08aMb

Ha 8b160pax», — pacckazan
Tenesuc Mapkec lamadyaa.”’

(2024), https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1181140



https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1181140
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The election process in Russia is Buwi6opHblil npoyecc 8 Poccuu oyeHb
very well organized. Even before Xxopouwo opeaHu3osaH. Euje do ecmpeyvu
the meeting with the Chairperson ¢ npedcedamesnem Cankm-Ilemep-
of the St. Petersburg Electoral 6ypackoll u3bupamesbHol KomMuccuu
Commission, Mr. Meiksin, we had 2ocnoduHom MelikcuHbIM Mbl ycneau
time to see everything: the work of | ysudemw sce: u pabomy Hab6ar00a-
observers, the work of information | meueil, u pabomy UHPHOPMAYUOHHBIX
systems, we also had a video cucmem, makaice y Hac 6bl1a 8UOEOKOH-
conference, and most importantly, depeHyusi, a 21a8Hoe — Mbl 8udeu,
we saw how people come to the KaK /100U npuxodsim HA y4acmku u
polling stations and vote. Based 2os0cyrom. Ha ocHosaHuu ece2o amozo
on all this, we can say that the Mbl MOJceM ckaszams, umo LJUK u
CEC and the Russian government poccutickoe npagumenbcmao omau4Ho
are doing an excellent job.?° cnpasssiromesi co cgoell pa6omotr.?’
Both the Central Election Commis- Kak [JUK, mak u npagumesbcmao
sion and the Russian government Poccuu akmueHo npussekarom
are actively involving young M0/100€J4Cb K 8bI60PHOMY
people in the electoral process, npoyeccy, u 3mo hpasu/bHo,
and this is right, because young nomomy 4mo mo/100ble 110U
people are the future reserve.?’ — amo Gydywjuli peseps.?’

The Russian authorities are Poccutickue saacmu ycnewHo
successfully implementing the peausyom 2apaHmupo8aHHoe
constitutionally guaranteed Koncmumyuyueil npaso kasxcdoz2o
right of every person to ue/108eKa NPo2010c08aMb

vote in elections.?’ Ha eblbopax.”’

Socorro B. Inting *°

Country Observing mission Affiliation
Philiopines  Counterpart electoral bodies COMELEC Commission
PP invited by Russia’'s CEC on Elections 30:31.33

Socorro B. Inting was seen in Moscow!® on September 6, 2024 and in
St. Petersburg®>!*1° on September 7 and 8. None of the Russian sources

29 COMELEC on Facebook, November 10 (2023), https://www.facebook.com/photo?f-
bid=737468901752278&set=a.224420856390421



https://www.facebook.com/photo?fbid=737468901752278&set=a.224420856390421
https://www.facebook.com/photo?fbid=737468901752278&set=a.224420856390421
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we have found mentions her name, but the physical resemblance seems
strong enough to confirm the identification. Socorro B. Inting serves3°3!
as one of the commissioners of the Philippines’s Commission on Elec-
tions (COMELEC). Before joining the commission, she was a Court of
Appeals associate justice with 20 years of service in the judiciary®2 She
was initially appointed® to COMELEC in May 2018, then resigned, then
was reappointed?®? in June 2022. Pictures and videos featuring Socor-
ro B. Inting are available in the sources linked in footnotes!%1%1419:3133

Alex Saffa (Anekc Cadda)

Country Observing mission Affiliation

Counterpart electoral bodies ECSL Electoral Commission

Sierraleone ,yited by Russia’s CEC for Sierra Leone'’3*

Alex Saffa (full name3*: Alex Pat Labib Saffa) was seen only in St. Peters-
burg!3141617.19 on September 7, 2024. According to Russian sources?’, he
serves as an Executive Assistant at the Electoral Commission for Sierra
Leone (ECSL). One other source®, however not very trustworthy (a
Facebook profile of an opposition group exiled in Kuwait, apparently)
confirms this function. Alex Saffa’s name is mentioned in the 2021 re-
port of the ECSL34, but without the function. On his X/Twitter profile3¢,
Alex Saffa states that he lives in London. Pictures and a video featuring
Alex Saffa are available in the sources linked in footnotes!31416:17.19.36,
Russian media outlets quoted Alex Saffa:

30 Present Members of the Commission, Commission on Elections, https://comelec.gov.

h/?r=AboutCOMELEC/CommissionMembers

31 Whois Socorro Inting, Comelec’s new acting chairperson? Rappler.com, February 3 (2022),
https://www.rappler.com/philippines/elections/things-to-know-socorro-inting-comelec

32 Who are the Comelec commissioners in charge of the 2022 elections?, PhilSTAR Life, October 11
(2021), https://philstarlife.com/news-and-views/850628-who-are-the-comelec-commissioners-
in-charge-of-the-2022-elections?page=3

33 Socorro Inting is back as acting Comelec chairperson, Rappler.com, June 8 (2022), https://
www.rappler.com/philippines/elections/socorro-inting-again-acting-comelec-chairper-
son-june-8-2022/

34 Annual report 2021, The Electoral Commission for Sierra Leone, https://ec.gov.sl/wp-content
uploads/2022/08/ECSL-2021-ANNUAL-REPORT.pdf

35 Xposing Tribalism and regionalism at SLPP ECSL using data and evidences, APC Kuwait Branch
on Facebook, May 18 (2023), https://www.facebook.com/apcbranchkuwait/posts/pfbid02ut-
9jNsfquC1tHPAQMTybzhjDMgMmgDWhcTorYBL674hscGxVHNGRtObKE]JMUmNEg]

36 Alex Saffa on X/Twitter, https://x.com/patlabib



https://comelec.gov.ph/?r=AboutCOMELEC/CommissionMembers
https://comelec.gov.ph/?r=AboutCOMELEC/CommissionMembers
http://Rappler.com
https://www.rappler.com/philippines/elections/things-to-know-socorro-inting-comelec/
https://philstarlife.com/news-and-views/850628-who-are-the-comelec-commissioners-in-charge-of-the-2022-elections?page=3
https://philstarlife.com/news-and-views/850628-who-are-the-comelec-commissioners-in-charge-of-the-2022-elections?page=3
http://Rappler.com
https://www.rappler.com/philippines/elections/socorro-inting-again-acting-comelec-chairperson-june-8-2022/
https://www.rappler.com/philippines/elections/socorro-inting-again-acting-comelec-chairperson-june-8-2022/
https://www.rappler.com/philippines/elections/socorro-inting-again-acting-comelec-chairperson-june-8-2022/
https://ec.gov.sl/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/ECSL-2021-ANNUAL-REPORT.pdf
https://ec.gov.sl/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/ECSL-2021-ANNUAL-REPORT.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/apcbranchkuwait/posts/pfbid02ut9jNsfquC1tHPAQMTybzhjDMgMmgDWhcTorYBL674hscGxVHNGRt9bKEJMUmNEgl
https://www.facebook.com/apcbranchkuwait/posts/pfbid02ut9jNsfquC1tHPAQMTybzhjDMgMmgDWhcTorYBL674hscGxVHNGRt9bKEJMUmNEgl
https://x.com/patlabib
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The Russian electoral system

is one of the best I have seen,
and I have traveled a lot to
different countries. We were
very impressed with the work of
the electoral system in Russia.
We have a lot to learn from the
Central Electoral Commission
of the Russian Federation.?

I'was very impressed with the
voter registration procedure.
Russia has an entire automated
system that collects and stores
information about registered
voters. This system can be
trusted. In Africa, you have

to declare yourself to get

on the voter list. It is not as
convenient as in your country %

We were impressed that the
Russian electoral system
has a multi-level system of
control and monitoring of
compliance with the law
and ensuring transparency
of the electoral process.?’

It is very impressive that voters
in Russia have a choice of how
to vote. If someone cannot
come to the polling station,
they can invite an election
commission specialist to their
home. This is convenient,
especially for the elderly or
those with disabilities.?’

Poccuiickas usbupamebHasi cucmema
00HA U3 iyvuwux, Komopwle s suded,

a 51 04eHb MHO20 Nymeulecmaosal

no pasHbviM cmpaxam. Hac oueHb
gnevam/u/a paboma 8bl60pHOU
cucmemvl 8 Poccuu. Ham ecmb

ueMy noyyumucs y LlenmpasavHotl
usbupamebHOU KOMUCCUU
Poccutickoli ®edepayuu.’’

MeHs oueHb 8neyamauaa npoyedypa
pezucmpayuu usbupamedsetl. B
Poccuu yesaas agmomamusupo8aHHasi
cucmema, komopas cobupaem u XpaHum
uH@opMayuro o 3ape2ucmpupo8aHHbIX
usbupamessx. Imotl cucmeme MOXCHO
dosepamb. B Appuke mol dosdiceH

cam cebs 3as18Umb, Ymobbl NOnaAcmMbs

8 cnucok usbupame.iell. 3mo He mak
y0o6Ho, Kak 6 saweli cmpaHe *°

Mb1 6b11U BneyamieHbl mem, 4mo
8 poccultickoll usbupamenbHol
cucmeme MHO20ypOBHEBAs
cucmema KOHMpoJsl U Hab1deHus
3a cobo0eHueM 3aKOHA U
obecneyeHueM Npo3pavHocmu
uzbupame.ibHo20 hpoyecca.?’

OueHb 8nevamsisiem mom akm, ymo
y usbupamedell 8 Poccuu ecmb 8b160p,
Kak 20/0cosams. Ecau kKmo-mo He
Modicem nputimu Ha usbupamesHblil
Y4Acmok, mo oH MoXcem npuzaacuma
cneyuaaucma usbupamenbHoli
Komuccuu Ha doM. Imo yJdo6Ho,
0CO06EHHO 04151 At0dell 8 NPeKAOHHOM
go3pacme u/U ¢ 02PAHUYEHHbIMU
Pusuueckumu 803moxHcHocmamu.?’



Participants

I was also impressed by the
system of selecting members
of election commissions from
candidates, political parties,
and public associations. In my
country, the biggest problem is
the problem of trust, because
our commission members are
appointed by the president.
We should definitely borrow
this Russian experience®.

Alex Saffa, executive assistant to
the chairperson of the National
Electoral Commission of Sierra
Leone, called the Russian
electoral system one of the best
he has seen in his practice. He
noted the automated system
for collecting and storing
information about voters -
according to Saffa, such a
system can be trusted. He also
noted the multi-level system of
control over compliance with
the law and transparency of
the electoral processes and the
system for selecting members
of the electoral commissions. “It
is very impressive that voters in
Russia have a choice of how to
vote. If someone cannot come
to the polling station, they can
invite an election commission
specialist to their home. This

is convenient, especially for
elderly people or those with
disabilities,” added Alex Saffa.'”

Takace meHs1 ghewamauaa cucmema
om6opa 4/1eH08 U3oupamesibHbIX
Komuccutl om kaHoudamos,
noaumuyeckKux napmuti,
06WecmeeHHbIX 06bedUHEeHULL

B moeli cmpaHe camas 601bwas
npobsiema — 3mo npobaema
dogepusi, NOMoMy 4mo y Hac Y/1eH08
KOMUCCUU HA3Hayaem npe3udeHm.
Bom amom poccutickuii onbim HaM
MOYHO CMoum no3aumMcmeosamu?,

Anekc Cagpgha, ucnosHumebHbuil
nomoujHuk npedcedamens Hayuonaao-
Hotl usbupameavHol komuccuu Cvep-
pa-/leoHe, Haseas pocculickyro u3bupa-
MeAbHY cucmemy 00HOU U3 AYYUWUX,
Komopble emy doge/10Cb yaudems 3a
8pemsi cgoell npakmuku. OH ommemu.i
agmomamusuposaHHyr cucmemy c6opa
u XxpaHeHusl UHgopmayuu o6 usbupa-
messix — no caoeam Cagpgpa, makoti
cucmeme ModxcHo dosepsimb. Takaice oH
ommemuJ1 MHO20yPOBHE8YH cucmemy
KOHMPpO/151 3 c06.1100eHUeM 3aKOHHO-
cmu u npo3pavHocmu u3bupamenbHuIX
npoyeccos u cucmemy oméopa 4/1eHos
u3bupamenvHbix Komuccutl. «OueHb
eneyam.sem mom akm, ¥mo y us-
6upameuetl 8 Poccuu ecmb 8b160p, Kak
2os10co8amv. Ecau kmo-mo He Modicem
nputimu Ha u3bupamebHbIll y4aAcMoK,
mo oH Modcem npueadacums cneyua-
JAucma uzbupamesibHoll KOMUCcUuU Ha
dom. Imo ydo6Ho, 0coObeHHO 05 Atodell
8 NPEeK/JI0HHOM 803pacme Uuu ¢ 02pa-
HUYeHHbIMU GU3UYECKUMU BO3MOHCHO-
cmamu», — dobagua Aaexc Cagpgpa.’”
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Justice Mihlanga

Country Observing mission Affiliation
; Counterpart electoral bodies IEC Electoral Commission
South Africa invited by Russia’s CEC of South Africa'®

Justice Mihlanga was seen only in St. Petersburg!#'*!° on September 7,
2024. A Russian outlet presents him'® as an employee of the Electoral
Commission of South Africa (IEC). Indeed, he is mentioned in sever-
al tender specifications®”*3% of the IEC for supplies, such as printing
ballot papers, as the person responsible for the electoral commission
provincial warehouse in Gauteng. According to his LinkedIn profile*®
Justice Mihlanga has been a self-employed lawyer since October 2019
but worked for the IEC between November 2013 and December 2018

s “Electoral Project Coordinator” However, people often forget to up-
date their profiles. Justice Mihlanga does not appear on the website*! of
the [EC. Pictures and a video featuring Justice Mihlanga are available in
the sources linked in footnotes'?!*!**°, The Russian media outlet Saint
Peterburg quoted Justice Mihlanga:

37 Tender specification for the production of training DVD, Electoral Commission of South Africa,
November 12 (2015) (tender closing date), https://studylib.net/doc/18330406/tender-specifi-
cations

38 Tender specification for the printing of ballot papers, Electoral Commlsswn of South Africa,
November 15 (2023) [tender closing date) https: :
bN: ab-be54-

Document%?20- “oZ()Bal]ot“oZ()Paner“oZ(JPrmtm" ndf

39 Tender specification for fisherman multi-pocket vest, Electoral Commission of South Africa, June
11 (2024) (tender closing date), https://votaquotes.elections.org.za/eproc inter/Auctions
Attachments.aspx?IFileID=15065&IAuctionID=38705

40 Justice Mihlanga on LinkedIn, https://www.linkedin.com/in/justice-mihlanga-78a464169

41 IEC Organogram, Electoral Commission of South Africa, https://www.elections.org.za/pw,
About-Us/Organogram



https://studylib.net/doc/18330406/tender-specifications
https://studylib.net/doc/18330406/tender-specifications
https://www.etenders.gov.za/home/Download/?blobName=e8c2f125-eee1-4aab-be54-11e28b9eebc2.pdf&downloadedFileName=Tender Document - Ballot Paper Printing.pdf
https://www.etenders.gov.za/home/Download/?blobName=e8c2f125-eee1-4aab-be54-11e28b9eebc2.pdf&downloadedFileName=Tender Document - Ballot Paper Printing.pdf
https://www.etenders.gov.za/home/Download/?blobName=e8c2f125-eee1-4aab-be54-11e28b9eebc2.pdf&downloadedFileName=Tender Document - Ballot Paper Printing.pdf
https://votaquotes.elections.org.za/eproc_inter/Auctions/Attachments.aspx?lFileID=15065&lAuctionID=38705
https://votaquotes.elections.org.za/eproc_inter/Auctions/Attachments.aspx?lFileID=15065&lAuctionID=38705
https://www.linkedin.com/in/justice-mihlanga-78a464169/
https://www.elections.org.za/pw/About-Us/Organogram
https://www.elections.org.za/pw/About-Us/Organogram
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Each polling station/plays a key
role in the success of elections.
Especially (I assume in this
election) the engagement of
youth is a positive example
which other states should
consider to look more into. We
saw that many resources are
available for voter education/
information. All information
is available and transparent
such as access to protocols.”®

Kaoicowlii yuacmok uepaem ceor poas

8 ycnexe 8bl60pHO20 npoyecca. He moay
He 3amMemums po/ib M0/100bIX AH00el,
KOMOpbIX Makce akmu8HO 808/1eKarm
8 8bI60PHLIL npoyecc. IMo c8oe20

po0a UHHOBAYUSI, KOMOPYH MONCHO
nopekomeHd08ambs U dpya2uM CMpaHam.
Mb1 ygudesau, umo o4eHb MHO20 pecypcos
UCno/1b3yemcsi, Mamepuasibl, KOmopble
nomozarm A0aM onpeoeaumsCsi.

Bcsi ungpopmayusi docmynHa, kak udém
paboma, uHgopmayusi 0 npomoko.1ax*

Ramlan Harun

Country Observing mission Affiliation

SPR Election Commission
of Malaysia*?

Counterpart electoral bodies

Malaysia invited by Russia's CEC

Ramlan Harun was seen in Moscow!? on September 6, 2024 and in St.
Petersburg 12131419 on September 7. None of the Russian sources we
have found mentions his name, but the physical resemblance is appar-
ent. Ramlan Harun was appointed*? chair of the Election Commission of
Malaysia (SPR - Suruhanjaya Pilihan Raya) on June 26, 2024. Pictures
and videos featuring Ramlan Harun are available in the sources linked
in footnoteslo, 12,13,14,19,42,43_

42 Ramlan Harun is new Election Commission chief, Selangor Journal, June 26 (2024), https://
selangorjournal.my/2024/06 /ramlan-harun-is-new-election-commission-chief,
43 Nenggiri polls: Turnout among elderly, young voters encouraging as of 11 am, The Sun, August 17
(2024), https: .
couraging-as-of-11-am-ec-chairperson- IM12872748



https://selangorjournal.my/2024/06/ramlan-harun-is-new-election-commission-chief/
https://selangorjournal.my/2024/06/ramlan-harun-is-new-election-commission-chief/
https://thesun.my/local-news/nenggiri-polls-turnout-among-elderly-young-voters-encouraging-as-of-11-am-ec-chairman-JM12872748
https://thesun.my/local-news/nenggiri-polls-turnout-among-elderly-young-voters-encouraging-as-of-11-am-ec-chairman-JM12872748
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RECOMMENDATIONS
TO INTERNATIONAL
ELECTION
MANAGEMENT
BODIES AND OTHER
INTERNATIONAL
INSTITUTIONS

EPDE proposes several calls to action to discourage the con-
tinued participation of fake observers, to protect the integrity of the
institutions they represent in the Russian public, and to hold individu-
als accountable for undermining democratic processes:

EPDE calls on election management bodies to introduce / update
transparency regulations and codes of conduct to prevent their staff
members and experts from intentional or unintentional involvement
in politically biased fake observation missions.

The institutions could assess career and financial disincentives for in-
dividuals intentionally participating in these activities, such as banning
participation in international travel and missions or in international
academic exchange.
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To reinforce these measures, EPDE encourages peer election manage-
ment bodies to apply institutional pressure and public censure against
commissions found enabling or tolerating participation in fake obser-
vation missions, creating accountability within the professional net-
work of CECs.

EPDE encourages media outlets globally to raise awareness and ed-
ucate citizens about the dangers of fake election observation and the
role certain individuals or organizations play in legitimizing fraudulent
elections abroad to reduce their credibility and discourage others from
participating.

EPDE urges election monitoring bodies and election commissions to
adopt stricter transparency measures when holding elections and ac-
crediting domestic and international observers. These should include
publishing a complete, detailed list of all observers and their affiliations
to simplify the identification and discreditation of biased election ob-
servers.






Explore our database
on fake observers here:

n pla
‘cvea P tfo’l]]

See more reports on our website at
www.epde.org

Subscribe to our monthly newsletter on
www.epde.org/newsletter

Visit our social media channels on

n @epde.electionsmonitoring
X @EPDE _org

m European Platform for Democratic Elections

The EPDE members are:

Belarusian Helsinki Committee BHC (Belarus)

Committee of Voters of Ukraine CVU (Ukraine)

Election Monitoring and Democracy Studies Center EMDS (Azerbaijan)
European Exchange (Germany)

Expert Forum EFOR (Romania)

Helsinki Citizens’ Assembly Vanadzor (Armenia)

Human Rights Center Viasna (Belarus)

Institute for Public Environment Development IPED (Bulgaria)
International Society for Free Elections and Democracy ISFED (Georgia)
MEMO 98 (Slovakia)

Norwegian Helsinki Committee NHC (Norway)

Civil Network OPORA (Ukraine)

Political Accountability Foundation (Poland)

Promo-Lex Association (Moldova)

Swedish International Liberal Centre SILC (Sweden)

Transparency International Anticorruption Center (Armenia)

Unhack Democracy (Hungary)



http://www.epde.org
www.epde.org/newsletter
http://facebook.com/epde.electionsmonitoring
https://twitter.com/EPDE_org
https://www.linkedin.com/company/european-platform-for-democratic-elections/
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